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making a difference

Raising awareness about  Cystic Fibrosis Research

By Resident, Steve Warnecke

Bryan Warnecke was born with the genetic lung disease, cys-
tic fibrosis. The Warnecke family was there when he was born 
and, six months later, completed the adoption process after six 
months of very difficult CF health issues. But instead of letting 
CF limit their lives, Bryan and his family decided that CF gave 
them the chance to make a positive difference in the world.  

Bryan, who carries the hockey nickname “Pink Lightning” after 
wearing pink goalie pads throughout his competitive hockey 
years, spent eight days in Children’s Hospital at age 14 getting 
his lungs cleaned out. He told his parents that they needed to 
do something big to make a difference and dreamed up the Pink 
Lightning Tour and founded the Pink Lightning Foundation. He 
and his Dad, Steve, supported by his Mom, Wendy and brother, 
Jake, rode their bikes 1,065 miles around the State of Colorado, 
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through 46 towns in 43 
days over eight moun-
tain passes and raised 
$300,000 for Children’s 
Hospital. The media 
loved the story of this 
kid with a lung disease 
climbing mountains on 
his bike.

Three months later, the band, One Republic produced the music 
video “I Lived” about the way that Bryan lived his life “every 
second” and “doing it all” without giving in to CF. Over 40 million 
people have seen the video and Bryan became the face of the CF 
world. Bryan and Steve have spoken at events across the US and 
Canada to further raise money and awareness for CF research in-
cluding in front of 20,000 people at a Colorado Avalanche game. 

Steve set aside his business career and joined Children’s Hospital 
Foundation as CFO for fifteen years to raise money for both the hos-
pital and the CF Foundation.  Wendy and Steve remain very active in 
both organizations. His brother, Jake, now 23, moved by his brother’s 
struggles and his parents’ example decided to make serving others 
his life’s ambition. He is now an Emergency Medical Technician at 
Children’s Hospital and hopes one day to become a firefighter.  

The Warnecke family continues to look for every opportunity to 
make a difference.

If you would like to donate or help toward this worthy cause, 
please visit www.cff.org. You may also visit the Pink Lighting 
Facebook page for more information or send an email to pink.
lightning@comcast.net.
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